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Rationale
At Hornsby Heights Public School we aim to provide a safe, challenging and accepting environment for all students. Our teaching and learning is planned to allow each student to achieve their personal best. The purpose of this policy is to ensure that we recognise and support the needs of our students who have been identified as gifted and/or talented according to DEC, their families, their peers and their teachers.









Definitions
The DEC adopts definitions of Giftedness and Talent based on Gagne’s Differentiated Model of Giftedness and Talent (2003).
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Gifted students are those whose potential is distinctively above average in one or more of the following domains of human ability: intellectual, creative, social and/or physical.
Talented students are those whose skills are distinctively above average in one or more areas of human performance.
Objectives
(NSW Department of Education and Communities, Gifted and Talented Policy)
1. School communities have a responsibility to identify their gifted and talented students.
2. School communities have a responsibility to foster collaborative home and school partnerships to support gifted and talented students.
3. School communities have a responsibility to provide a range of opportunities and to monitor and evaluate programs for their gifted and talented students.
4. Teachers, with support, have a responsibility to identify the gifted and talented students in their classes.
5. Teachers have a responsibility to select and implement a variety of teaching strategies for inclusion in programs for the range of gifted and talented students in their class.
6. Regions and schools have a responsibility to co-ordinate school provisions for gifted and talented students when feasible for more than one school to share this responsibility. 
7. Regions and schools have a responsibility to provide opportunities for staff development in the education of gifted and talented students for principals, teachers and other appropriate personnel.
8. The Director-General has a responsibility to account for the implementation of Government policy and to report on the outcomes of schooling for gifted and talented students in NSW.
Objectives
(Hornsby Heights Public School)

1. We have a responsibility to identify gifted and talented students within our school.
2. We will work with our parent body to create a collaborative home – school partnership to best support our gifted and talented students. 
3. We will provide a range of activities and opportunities to support our gifted and talented students. 
4. Programs and program modifications will be regularly monitored and evaluated.
5. Teachers will be supported to identify gifted and talented students in their classes.
6. Teachers will be supported to develop Individual Education Plans (IEP’s) and implement programs for the range of gifted and talented students in their class.
7. Learning Support Team (LST) meetings will regularly discuss gifted and talented students and their needs.
8. Staff will be provided with opportunities to develop their own education in the area of Gifted Education.



Roles and Responsibilities

The Principal and Executive:
· establish an environment of acceptance for gifted and talented students
· ensure that an identification program is developed, implemented and evaluated
· monitor policy implementation
· ensure students who are underachieving are catered for

Gifted and Talented Committee:
· provide the staff with up to date information and research in the area of gifted education
· assist teachers with developing and implementing programs for gifted and talented students
· monitor the progress and needs of identified gifted and talented students
· be advocates for gifted and talented students through attendance at LST meetings, shared meetings with teachers and with parents
· provide information to parents where requested

School Counsellor:
· assist with identification where necessary through testing and interviews
· provide advice and support for gifted and talented students and their families

Classroom Teachers:
· monitor student progress to identify possible gifted and talented students
· gather information about students using a range of strategies
· make provisions for gifted and talented students in day to day teaching through a range of strategies and curriculum differentiation
· provide opportunities for students to demonstrate excellence



Student Identification
Effective educational provision for gifted and talented students depends on appropriate and accurate identification. Such identification requires a variety of methods to be employed, including:
· Psychometric testing
· Standardised testing
· Teacher observation and nomination
· Parent information and nomination
· Peer/ Self nomination (where appropriate)
· School Performance Data
· G&T Team Committee nomination
· School Counsellor recommendation
· Performance in external tests

Characteristics of Gifted and Talented Students
The distinguishing features of the gifted become apparent from an early age. Silverman (1993) provides a useful generalisation of the intellectual and associated personality characteristics of the gifted group.

	Intellectual Traits
	Personality Traits

	Exceptional reasoning ability
	Insightful

	Intellectual curiosity
	Need to understand

	Rapid learning rate
	Need for mental stimulation

	Facility for abstraction
	Perfectionism

	Complex thought processes
	Need for precision / logic

	Vivid imagination
	Excellent sense of humour

	Early moral concern
	Sensitivity / empathy

	Passion for learning
	Intensity

	Powers of concentration
	Perseverance

	Analytical thinking
	Acute self-awareness

	Divergent thinking / creativity
	Nonconformity

	Keen sense of justice
	Questioning rules / authority

	Capacity for reflection
	Tendency to introversion


										(Silverman, 1993, p.53)


*It is necessary to be aware that gifted and talented students do not always display positive characteristics, and are present in disadvantaged and minority populations.
Implementation
Regular monitoring and communication between teacher, parents, executive, LST and GAT Committee
Recommended adjustments and accommodations made: IEP, curriculum differentiation, curriculum compacting, acceleration
Meet with Classroom Teacher, Parents, Exec, GAT committee, Counsellor
Counsellor complete assessment
Information passed on to Gifted and Talented Committee and Learning Support Team
Information passed on to Stage Executive
Peer / Self Nomination Forms (where appropriate)
Parent Nomination Form
Teacher Nomination Form
Gather data about the student
Test Results
Teacher Observation
External Identification





























Modifications
Each gifted and talented student is an individual and their strengths and weaknesses are unique. Program modifications to cater for the educational needs of gifted and talented students may take the form of any of the following adjustments, or combination thereof:
· Higher Order Questioning
· Individual Education Plan
· Curriculum Compacting
· Ability/Interest Grouping
· Subject Acceleration
· Grade Acceleration
· External Agencies
· External Programs

Acceleration
Acceleration is any strategy which allows students to progress more quickly than their age peers. It usually involves changes in school organisation and in the curriculum. Counselling provisions for accelerated students are necessary and the programs are a response to the needs of these learners. 
Types of Acceleration:
· Early Entry: a gifted child who shows readiness to perform schoolwork enters earlier than the usual beginning age
· Grade Advancement: some students who are well advanced in several aspects of their work may skip a grade. (Refer to Board of Studies guidelines)
· Subject Acceleration: suitable for students who demonstrate advanced content mastery in a specific subject area but whose ability in other subjects are closer to the average level

Register
A register of students identified as gifted and/or talented is maintained by the GATS Committee. Students will be added as they are identified and the register will be reviewed annually and continually evaluated. All relevant data will be kept on file in the student’s record and GATS Committee files. The parent/carers letter will also be kept on file. Maintenance on the register is dependent upon:
· The attitude of the student towards the program
· The performance of the student in the program
· The appropriateness of the program for the student






Appendices


Appendix 1		Teacher Nomination Form / Quick Questions for Teachers
Appendix 2		Parent Nomination Form
Appendix 3		Peer Nomination Form
Appendix 4		Self-Nomination Form
Appendix 5		Acceleration Form
Appendix 6		Levels of Giftedness
Appendix 7		Profiles of Gifted Learners























Teacher Nomination Form
	
Class: ____________

Teacher: __________

Date:  ____________







Student
	Advanced vocabulary
	Transfers and retains knowledge
	Advanced reading ability
	Always questioning
	Displays intellectual curiosity
	Highly imaginative
	Independent learner
	Well-developed sense of humour
	Leader, takes control
	Concerned about world issues
	Completes tasks in unusual ways
	Risk taker
	Learns quickly and easily
	Perfectionist
	Superior reasoning

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Quick Questions About Your Class

Read the following imaginary events. Write down the person in your class who you think would be best:
1. The class has been given a project to build a model of an invention. Who would you expect to build the best and most original model? ____________________________________________________________

2. Your class is going to perform a class play, who should have the lead role? ____________________________________________________________

3. Astronauts are being chosen on the basis that they could tell someone on another planet all about earth, who in your class would you nominate to go? ____________________________________________________________

4. Your teacher has to leave the class suddenly, who in your class could take over? _______________________________________________________

5. Your class has been asked to provide a work of art to display in the council chambers. Who in your class should be asked to do it? ____________________________________________________________

6. A music producer is looking for someone to record an album. Who do you think would record the best album? ____________________________________________________________

7. People from the Australian Institute of Sport have visited the school searching for people to go to the next Olympic Games. Who would they choose? ____________________________________________________________
Nomination by parent or caregiver
Student’s name: ________________________________________________________ Year: __________
Person completing the form: _______________________________ Relationship to student: ___________
Please tick the most appropriate box for each characteristic
	Characteristic
	Always
	Sometimes
	Rarely

	1. Recalls facts easily
	
	
	

	2. Expresses himself/herself fluently
	
	
	

	3. Is always asking questions
	
	
	

	4. Has a sense of humour
	
	
	

	5. Finds unusual uses for things
	
	
	

	6. Tends to lead/initiate activities
	
	
	

	7. Is curious
	
	
	

	8. Has a long attention span
	
	
	

	9. Is easily bored
	
	
	

	10. Is an avid reader
	
	
	

	11. Thinks logically
	
	
	

	12. Mixes with older children and adults
	
	
	

	13. Is impulsive
	
	
	

	14. Is an independent learner
	
	
	

	15. Can teach others
	
	
	

	16. Is concerned about world issues
	
	
	



When did your child first begin to read? Is he/she self-taught? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
At what age did your child show an understanding of numbers, puzzles and patterns? _____________________________________________________________________________________
How many books and magazines would your child voluntarily read in a month? _____________________________________________________________________________________
Does your child have any unusual interests? If so, what are they? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What types of television programs does your child like to watch? _____________________________________________________________________________________
Does your child have an interest in music? If so, what is he or she learning and what level has been attained? _____________________________________________________________________________
What activities / hobbies / interests does your child participate in outside school hours? _____________________________________________________________________________________
Would you consider that your child has a particular problem or need that may affect his or her learning? _____________________________________________________________________________________
Please add any other information you may feel relevant to your child’s education. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Nomination by Peer
Instructions for teachers: Questions can be read aloud to the whole class (particularly K-2). Please instruct children to nominate a boy and girl for each question.




Name: _______________________________________________________________ Year: __________
1. If astronauts were being selected on the basis that they could tell someone on another planet about Earth, who would you nominate to go?
Boy: _____________________________________ Girl: _____________________________________

2. Who is the funniest person in your class? 
Boy: _____________________________________ Girl: _____________________________________

3. If you needed help with your work at school, who would you ask?
Boy: _____________________________________ Girl: _____________________________________

4. Who in your class would you ask for help if you had a personal problem?
Boy: _____________________________________ Girl: _____________________________________

5. Who is the best in your class at problem solving?
Boy: _____________________________________ Girl: _____________________________________

6. Imagine that the class was given the project of building a model of an invention. Who would you expect to build the best and most original model?
Boy: _____________________________________ Girl: _____________________________________

7. Who says the most original things in class, things that you would never have thought of?
Boy: _____________________________________ Girl: _____________________________________

8. Who should have the lead role in the school musical (e.g. acting, singing, dancing, instrumental)?
Boy: _____________________________________ Girl: _____________________________________

9. If your teacher could not be in the classroom, who could take over?
Boy: _____________________________________ Girl: _____________________________________

10. Imagine that the school has been asked to provide a work of art for the youth centre. Who in your class should be asked to do it?
Boy: _____________________________________ Girl: _____________________________________

11. Who is always reading?
Boy: _____________________________________ Girl: _____________________________________

12. Who has a wide range of knowledge?
Boy: _____________________________________ Girl: _____________________________________


Self-nomination form


1. What five things would you take if you were stranded on a deserted island and why? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is your favourite subject? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What do you enjoy about this subject? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What do you like to read? E.g. books, magazines, fiction and non-fiction. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. About how many books or magazines would you read each week? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. When you are not at school, what do you do? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What sorts of things interest you? Do you know a lot about certain things? What are they? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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